
Lesson 9 Class Level
3rd/4th ClassPet Adoption

Content objectives: 

'LMPHVIR�[MPP�YRHIVWXERH�XLI�FIRI½X�SJ�EHSTXMRK�E�
TIX�JVSQ�ER�ERMQEP�[IPJEVI�SVKERMWEXMSR�EW�STTSWIH�
XS�FY]MRK�SRI�

Resources:

�� www.ispca.ie
�� 2I[�'LERGI�JSV�4M\MI
�� 3XLIV�4IXW�=SY�1MKLX�;ERX�XS�%HSTX�ERH�,S[�

XS�'EVI�JSV�8LIQ
�� 'EXW�1EOI�+VIEX�4IXW (attached)

Learning objectives: 

�� 'LMPHVIR�[MPP�ETTVIGMEXI�XLI�FIRI½X�SJ�EHSTXMRK�
ER�ERMQEP�JVSQ�ER�ERMQEP�WLIPXIV�ERH�TVSZMHMRK�
MX�[MXL�E�JSVIZIV�LSQI�

�� 'LMPHVIR�[MPP�PMWXIR�XS�4M\MI´W�LETT]�XEPI�ERH�XLI�
WXSV]�SJ�LIV�EHSTXMSR���

��
Differentiation: 

�� 'LMPHVIR�GER�[SVO�MR�KVSYTW�XS�ERW[IV�WSQI�
SJ�XLI�UYIWXMSRW�TSWIH�MR�XLMW�PIWWSR���

��
Assessment: 

�� 8IEGLIV�UYIWXMSRW�GLMPHVIR´W�UYIWXMSRW
�� ;VMXXIR�[SVO

Curriculum Links Strand Strand Unit

Science 0MZMRK�8LMRKW 4PERX�
�%RMQEP�0MJI

Engl ish 3VEP�0ERKYEKI��;VMXMRK )QSXMSREP�ERH�-QEKMREXMZI�(IZIPSTQIRX�
XLVSYKL�0ERKYEKI�

SPHE ��� 1]WIPJ
��� 1]WIPJ�
�XLI�;MHIV�;SVPH

��� +VS[MRK�
�'LERKMRK��1EOMRK�(IGMWMSRW
��� (IZIPSTMRK�'MXM^IRWLMT

Learn�Together
(Educate Together Schools)

��� 1SVEP�
�7TMVMXYEP
��� )UYEPMX]�
�.YWXMGI

��� )\TPSVMRK�1SVEP�(IZIPSTQIRX�'YPXMZEXMRK�
7TMVMXYEP�+VS[XL

��� %GXMZEXMRK�)UYEPMX]�
�.YWXMGI�XLVSYKL�
TSWMXMZI�%GXMSR



Introduction

�� 4SWI�XLI�JSPPS[MRK�UYIWXMSR���-J�WSQISRI�
HIGMHIW�XS�EGUYMVI�E�TIX��EJXIV�GEVIJYP�
GSRWMHIVEXMSR�
�HMWGYWWMSRW�[MXL�JEQMP]�
QIQFIVW�[LIVI�[SYPH�XLI]�KS#

�� )\TPEMR�XLEX�MR�QSWX�WMXYEXMSRW�MX�MW�FIXXIV�XS�
EHSTX�E�TIX�JVSQ�ER�ERMQEP�WLIPXIV�VEXLIV�XLER�
XS�FY]�SRI�JVSQ�ER�MRHITIRHIRX�WIPPIV�

�� -R�TEMVW��GER�XLI�GLMPHVIR�XLMRO�SJ�ER]�VIEWSRW�
[L]�XLMW�QE]�FI#

��

Development

)\TPEMR�XLEX�ERMQEP�WLIPXIVW�MRXIVZMI[�TSXIRXMEP�
TIX�S[RIVW�XS�IRWYVI�XLEX�XLI]�EVI�WYMXEFPI�ERH�
VIWTSRWMFPI��7SQIXMQIW�XLI]�IZIR�ZMWMX�XLI�LSQI�
XS�IRWYVI�MX�MW�WYMXEFPI�JSV�E�TIX��%RMQEP�WLIPXIVW�HS�
RSX�QEOI�E�TVS½X�JVSQ�VI�LSQMRK�TIXW�

7SQI�MRHITIRHIRX�FVIIHIVW�ERH�TIX�WIPPIVW�QEOI�
E�TVS½X�JVSQ�WIPPMRK�ERMQEPW��8LI]�QE]�RSX�FI�WS�
XLSVSYKL�MR�XLIMV�ZIXXMRK�SJ�FY]IVW��8LMW�QE]�PIEH�XS�
XLI�ERMQEP�IRHMRK�YT�MR�ER�YRWYMXEFPI�LSQI�[LIVI�
XLI���TVSQMWIW�EVI�RSX�OITX��

%HSTXMSR�JVSQ�ERMQEP�WLIPXIVW�EPWS�KMZI�TIXW�E�RI[�
WXEVX�MR�E�LETT]�RI[�LSQI�[LIVI�XLI]�EVI�[ERXIH��
PSZIH�ERH�PSSOIH�EJXIV�

�� 6IEH�4M\MI´W�WXSV]�JSV�XLI�GLMPHVIR�

Conclusion:

'LMPHVIR�I\TVIWW�XLIMV�STMRMSRW�JVSQ�XSHE]´W�PIWWSR�
ERH�HVE[�YT�ER�EHZIVXMWMRK�GEQTEMKR�XS�TVSQSXI�
XLI�EHSTXMSR�SJ�TIXW�JVSQ�ERMQEP�WLIPXIVW�

Learning activ it ies:
3rd/4th Class   

0IWWSR�4PER��



8LI�-74'%�XSSO�E�GEPP�JVSQ�WSQISRI�[SVVMIH�
EFSYX�E�HSK�PMZMRK�RIEV�XLIQ��-RWTIGXSV�)PEMRI�
6I]RSPHW�ZMWMXIH�XLI�LSYWI�ERH�JSYRH�E�'EZEPMIV�
/MRK�'LEVPIW�XIVVMIV�GVSWW�PMZMRK�MR�E�FEGO�KEVHIR��
8LI�HSK�GEPPIH�4M\MI�[EW�PIWW�XLER�SRI�]IEV�SPH�ERH�
LEH�FIIR�FSVR�[MXL�SRP]�SRI�I]I�

4M\MI´W�S[RIVW�LEHR´X�YRHIVWXSSH�[LEX�[SYPH�FI�
MRZSPZIH�MR�S[MRK�ERH�XVEMRMRK�E�HSK��8LI]�GSYPH�
RSX�LSYWIXVEMR�LIV�SV�WXST�LIV�JVSQ�HSMRK�HEQEKI�
MR�XLI�LSYWI��&IGEYWI�XLI]�HMHR´X�ORS[�LS[�XS�
XVEMR�LIV��XLI]�QEHI�LIV�PMZI�MR�XLI�FEGO�KEVHIR��7LI�
[EW�FSVIH�ERH�JVYWXVEXIH�ERH�FEVOIH�EPP�XLI�XMQI�
FIGEYWI�WLI�[EW�PSRIP]�ERH�[ERXIH�EXXIRXMSR��

4M\MI´W�S[RIVW�EKVIIH�XS�KMZI�LIV�XS�XLI�-74'%�WS�
XLEX�WLI�GSYPH�FI�JSYRH�E�FIXXIV�LSQI��7LI�[EW�
XEOIR�XS�XLI�2EXMSREP�%RMQEP�'IRXVI�MR�0SRKJSVH�XS�
FI�GEVIH�JSV�ERH�½RH�E�RI[�LSQI��

4M\MI�MW�E�KVIEX�HSK�FYX�RIIHW�XS�KS�XS�E�JEQMP]�XLEX�
LEZI�I\TIVMIRGI�SJ�S[RMRK�E�HSK�ERH�[LS�[MPP�FI�
EX�LSQI�XS�KMZI�LIV�XLI�XMQI�ERH�EXXIRXMSR�WLI�
RIIHW��

³4M\MI �́XLI�HSK�����

4M\MI�MW�KVIEX�[MXL�GLMPHVIR�ERH�SXLIV�HSKW�FYX�[MPP�
RIIH�I\TIVMIRGIH�S[RIVW�[LS�EVI�EX�LSQI�QSWX�SJ�
XLI�XMQI�ERH�GER�KMZI�LIV�XLI�XMQI�ERH�EXXIRXMSR�XLEX�
WLI�RIIHW�

New chance for Pix ie
3rd/4th Class   
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Bunny Proofing Your Home

8S�TVSXIGX�]SYV�VEFFMX�EW�[IPP�EW�]SYV�LSQI�
]SY�RIIH�XS�FYRR]�TVSSJ��'LI[�XS]W��[MVI�
TVSXIGXSVW��TYTT]�TIRW��ERH�WYTIVZMWMSR�EVI�
IWWIRXMEP�MR�TVSZMHMRK�E�WEJI�LSQI�JSV�]SYV�TIX���

Housing Options for Your Pet Bunny

8LIVI�EVI�QER]�STXMSRW�JSV�LSYWMRK�]SYV�
FYRR]�MRHSSVW��MRGPYHMRK�TYTT]�TIRW��GYWXSQ�
IRGPSWYVIW��PEVKI�GEKIW��SV�WMQTP]�E�FYRR]�
TVSSJIH�VSSQ��8LI�FIWX�STXMSR�[MPP�HITIRH�SR�
]SYV�PMZMRK�EVVERKIQIRXW��

Rabbits

%W�E�VEFFMX�S[RIV��MX�MW�MQTSVXERX�XS�ORS[�
WSQI�VEFFMX�GEVI�FEWMGW�MR�SVHIV�XS�GVIEXI�E�
WEJI��PSZMRK�IRZMVSRQIRX�JSV�]SYV�FYRR]��

What to Feed Your Rabbit

.YWX�PMOI�TISTPI��FYRRMIW�IRNS]�E�KSSH�QIEP��
%�RMGI�QM\�SJ�LE]��TIPPIXW�ERH�JVIWL�ZIKIXEFPIW�
EW�[IPP�EW�JVIWL�[EXIV�[MPP�QEOI�]SYV�VEFFMX�
LIEPXL]�ERH�LETT]��%R�SGGEWMSREP�XVIEX�GER�FI�
KMZIR��FYX�SRP]�MR�WQEPP�UYERXMXMIW��3RI�SJ�XLI�
KVIEX�XLMRKW�EFSYX�S[RMRK�E�TIX�VEFFMX�MW�XLEX�
]SY�GER�KVS[�E�PSX�SJ�XLIMV�JSSH�]SYVWIPJ�MR�XLI�
KEVHIR��

Litter Training Your Pet Rabbit

6EFFMXW�QEOI�[SRHIVJYP�MRHSSV�TIXW�MR�TEVX�
FIGEYWI�XLI]�GER�FI�PMXXIV�FS\�XVEMRIH��NYWX�PMOI�
cats! 

Other Pets You Might Want to Adopt
3rd/4th Class   

0IWWSR�4PER��. . . . . . . . and How to Care for Them



Guinea Pigs: 

+YMRIE�TMKW�QEOI�KVIEX�TIXW�
8LI]�IRNS]�FIMRK�LERHPIH�
XSS��+YMRIE�TMKW�GER�PMZI�JSV�
JSYV�XS�IMKLX�]IEVW�ERH�FSXL�
QEPIW�ERH�JIQEPIW�QEOI�

Where do they l ike to l ive?

+YMRIE�TMKW�GER�FI�OITX�SYXHSSVW�EPP�]IEV�
VSYRH�FYX�XLI]�WLSYPH�FI�FVSYKLX�MRXS�E�WLIH�
HYVMRK�[MRXIV��-J�]SY´VI�TPERRMRK�XS�OIIT�]SYV�
KYMRIE�TMKW�SYXHSSVW��QEOI�WYVI�XLI�LYXGL�MW�
HVEYKLX�JVII�ERH�JYPP]�[IEXLIVTVSSJ���8LI�LYXGL�
QYWX�FI�VEMWIH�SJJ�XLI�KVSYRH�XS�OIIT�XLI�¾SSV�
HV]�ERH�XS�TVSXIGX�]SYV�TIXW�JVSQ�TSWWMFPI�
EXXEGOW�F]�GEXW�ERH�JS\IW���8LI�FEWI�SJ�XLI�
LYXGL�WLSYPH�FI�GSZIVIH�[MXL�[SSH�WLEZMRKW�
XS�JSVQ�ER�EFWSVFIRX�PE]IV��*MPP�XLI�FIHVSSQ�
EVIE�[MXL�E�GSW]�FIHHMRK�QEXIVMEP�WYGL�EW�LE]�
SV�WEJI�FIHHMRK�WS�]SYV�TIXW�GER�WRYKKPI�YT�EX�
RMKLX��%ZSMH�YWMRK�WXVE[�EW�XLMW�QE]�MVVMXEXI�]SYV�
KYMRIE�TMKW �́I]IW�

What do they l ike to eat?

+YMRIE�TMKW�RIIH�I\XVE�½FVI�MR�XLIMV�HMIX�XS�EMH�
HMKIWXMSR��,E]�MW�E�REXYVEP�½FVI�ERH�WLSYPH�EP[E]W�
FI�EZEMPEFPI�MR�]SYV�TIX´W�LYXGL�SV�GEKI��-X�EPWS�
LIPTW�XS�KVMRH�KYMRIE�TMKW �́XIIXL�HS[R��TVIZIRXMRK�
XLIQ�JVSQ�KVS[MRK�XSS�PSRK�ERH�FIGSQMRK�TEMRJYP��
+YMRIE�TMKW�IEX�PMXXPI�ERH�SJXIR�WS�QEOI�WYVI�HV]�
JSSH�ERH�LE]�EVI�EP[E]W�EZEMPEFPI��-J�]SY�½RH�XLEX�
XLIMV�JSSH�FS[P�MW�SJXIR�IQTX]��]SY´VI�TVSFEFP]�
RSX�KMZMRK�XLIQ�IRSYKL�JSSH��*VIWL�JSSH�WLSYPH�
FI�KMZIR�XS�]SYV�KYMRIE�TMKW�MR�XLI�QSVRMRK�ERH�MJ�
MX�VIQEMRW�YRIEXIR��VIQSZI�MX�XLI�RI\X�QSVRMRK�

Playtime

-J�PIJX�EPSRI�MR�XLIMV�GEKI�SV�LYXGL�[LIR�]SY´VI�
RSX�EVSYRH��]SYV�KYMRIE�TMKW�[MPP�KIX�ZIV]�FSVIH��
4VSZMHMRK�XS]W�JSV�XLIQ�XS�GLI[�SR�ERH�LMHMRK�
XVIEXW�EVSYRH�XLIMV�GEKI�[MPP�IRLERGI�XLIMV�UYEPMX]�
SJ�PMJI��,SYWIW�ERH�LMHIE[E]�LSPIW�[MPP�EPPS[�]SYV�
TIXW�XS�WRYKKPI�YT�NYWX�EW�XLI]�[SYPH�MR�XLI�[MPH�
ERH�[SSHIR�XS]W�EVI�RSX�SRP]�JYR�XS�TPE]�[MXL��
XLI]�LIPT�XS�KVMRH�XLIMV�XIIXL�HS[R�XSS�

Keeping them clean

+YMRIE�TMKW�EVI�KIRIVEPP]�ZIV]�GPIER��6ITPEGI�
WSMPIH�FIHHMRK�HEMP]�ERH�GPIER�XLI�IRXMVI�LYXGL�SV�
GEKI�XLSVSYKLP]�[MXL�E�TIX�WEJI�HMWMRJIGXERX�SRGI�
E�[IIO�

Other Pets You Might Want to Adopt
3rd/4th Class   

0IWWSR�4PER��. . . . . . . . and How to Care for Them

I\GIPPIRX�TIXW��-R�XLIMV�REXYVEP�LEFMXEX�KYMRIE�
TMKW�TVIJIV�XS�PMZI�MR�KVSYTW��8LIMV�WSGMEFPI�
REXYVI�QIERW�XLEX�XLI]´VI�LETTMIWX�[LIR�XLI]�
LEZI�ERSXLIV�KYMRIE�TMK�JSV�GSQTER]���1EPI�
KYMRIE�TMKW�EVI�SJXIR�IZIR�JVMIRHPMIV�XLER�
JIQEPIW��8[S�KYMRIE�TMKW�XLEX�LEZI�FIIR�FSYKLX�
EX�XLI�WEQI�XMQI�ERH�EVI�SJ�E�WMQMPEV�EKI�[MPP�
YWYEPP]�PMZI�LETTMP]�XSKIXLIV�



1SVI�MRHITIRHIRX�XLER�HSKW��GEXW�WXMPP�RIIH�
PSZI��EXXIRXMSR�ERH�GEVI�XS�IRNS]�LETT]�PMZIW��

8LI�FIWX�[E]�XS�ETTVSEGL�E�GEX�MW�XS�KIX�HS[R�
XS�MXW�PIZIP�ERH�WLS[�MX�XLI�TEPQ�SJ�]SYV�LERH��-J�
MX�[ERXW�XS�QEOI�JVMIRHW�MX�[MPP�GSQI�SZIV�ERH�
VYF�SJJ�]SY���-J�E�GEX�LMWWIW�SV�W[MWLIW�MXW�XEMP��MX�MW�
XIPPMRK�]SY�MX�[ERXW�WTEGI�ERH�XS�PIEZI�MX�EPSRI�

'EXW�RIIH�JSSH��[EXIV�ERH�PSZI�FIMRK�FVYWLIH��
8LI]�EPWS�PSZI�QMPO�FYX�XLIMV�FSHMIW�EVIR´X�EFPI�
XS�TVSGIWW�MX�ZIV]�[IPP�WS�MX�MW�FIWX�EZSMHIH��-X�MW�
FIWX�XS�LEZI�GEXW�RIYXIVIH�ERH�QEOI�WYVI�XLI]�
KIX�XLIMV�ZEGGMREXMSRW�JVSQ�XLI�ZIX��

-J�E�GEX�HSIW�WGVEXGL�]SY��MX�MW�MQTSVXERX�XS�GPIER�
ERH�HMWMRJIGX�XLI�GYX��'EXW�PSZI�XS�FI�GPIER�ERH�EVI�
ZIV]�GYVMSYW�GVIEXYVIW��&I�GEVIJYP�XS�OIIT�]SYV�
GEX�E[E]�JVSQ�GIVXEMR�¾S[IVW�PMOI�PMPMIW��MJ�XLI]�IEX�
XLIQ�XLI]�GSYPH�KIX�ZIV]�WMGO��

Respect your cat and it wil l 
respect you too!

Cats make great pets!
3rd/4th Class   
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More independent than dogs, cats still need 
love, attention and care to enjoy happy lives. 


The best way to approach a cat is to get down 
to its level and show it the palm of your hand. If 
it wants to make friends it will come over and 
rub off you.  If a cat hisses or swishes its tail, it is 
telling you it wants space and to leave it alone.


Cats need food, water and love being brushed. 
They also love milk but their bodies aren’t able 
to process it very well so it is best avoided. It is 
best to have cats neutered and make sure they 
get their vaccinations from the vet. 


If a cat does scratch you, it is important to clean 
and disinfect the cut. Cats love to be clean and are 
very curious creatures. Be careful to keep your 
GEX�E[E]�JVSQ�GIVXEMR�¾S[IVW�PMOI�PMPMIW��MJ�XLI]�IEX�
them they could get very sick. 


Respect your cat and it wil l 
respect you too!


Cats make great pets!
Additional Resources





